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To deploy packaged VMs (appliances), VMware uses the Open Virtualization
Format (OVF) standard that makes the VMs deployment quick and easy.
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An OVF package is composed by three files:

2018

= ovf - is an XML file that contains the metadata for the OVF package:
name, hardware requirements, references to the other files in the OVF

package

= mf - is a manifest file that contains the SHA1 hash codes of all the files
in the package

= vmdk - is the disk image of the virtual machine
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Influencer

(00,

club

These files can be further processed and packaged into a single file, known
as an OVA file.
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During the deployment of an .OVA file, can happen that the procedure Search the site

RN N [ D TR [ P [ PR N

This site uses cookies from Google to deliver its services, to customize ads and for traffic analyzer. If you continue browsing we consider you accept the use of
cookies.

Ok

https://nolabnoparty.com/en/vmware-fix-invalid-ovf-manifest-entry-error/ 2/18


https://nolabnoparty.com/en/vmware-fix-invalid-ovf-manifest-entry-error/
https://nolabnoparty.com/vmware-fix-per-lerrore-invalid-ovf-manifest-entry/
https://twitter.com/nolabnoparty
https://www.facebook.com/nolabnoparty
https://it.linkedin.com/in/paolovalsecchi
https://nolabnoparty.com/feed/
https://nolabnoparty.com/en/feed/
javascript:void(0);

7/27/2021 VMware fix "Invalid OVF manifest entry" error « Nolabnoparty

ekt = NEWSLETTER

o 1 Select template & Thee provided manifest N is imvalid invalld OVF mantest enby 2
+ 2 Seioci name and location

1 Swelect a resoarce Fm—| Erwge e N\
s O AR AL, s Get new posts by email:

w [ NOLABMOFSRTY

|;| kab-psu01 nodabnoparty local
D Iab-eauil2 notabmroparty local Enter your emall
* 'r': ﬁlgr
¥ i@ horzon
& how
¥ & normial
* & smallvms
8 Virual Lab 01
¥ J lab-cresmd 1. nolabnoparty Iocal \ y,

PUBLICATIONS

A Fuliris Mbdpaiey, D Vi £ b Wi B

Bacx Mext Cancel

Mastering
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To fix the problem we need to extract the files from the OVA package using a
free tool like 7-Zip and re-create the package using the VMware OVF Tool, a
command-line utility that helps users import and export OVF packages.

Install the 7-Zip tool, right click the .OVA file to process then select 7-Zip >
Extract Here.

Data Center Virtualization
Certification: VCPE.5-DCV
Exam Guide
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Install VMware OVF Tool
Download the VMware OVF Tool from VMware website and run the installer. Free Ebook
Click Next to begin. HOW to Deal

ﬁ Viware OVF Tool Setup — » With PSOD

Welcome to the VMware OVF Tool Setup Read Now

Wizard

This installation wizard will allow you to install VMware OVFE NAI(IVO
Tool 4. 2.0 on your computer. YMware OVF Tool is a

commandline utility that allows you to import and export OVF
packages for most VMware platform products, induding

VMware Workstation/Fusion, YMware vCloud, YMware F B k
viCenter, and VMware ESX Server. (see readme for details). ree ac u p

for Physical, Virtual,

VMware and Cloud

OVF Tool

DOWNLOAD

Accept the EULA then click Next.
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15 VMware OVF Tool Setup - X

End-User License Agreement [ 1 ®
Fleaze read the following license agreement carefully '\Jgd/ R eV I rt

VMVWARE END USER LICENSE AGREEMENT "

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE TERMS OF THIS END USER LICENSE 5B FREE
AGREEMENT SHALL GOVERN YOUR USE OF THE SOFTWARE,

REGARDLESS OF ANY TERMS THAT MAY APPEAR DURING THE '
INSTALLATION OF THE SOFTWARE. Baas trial

IMPORTANT-READ CAREFULLY: BY DOWMNLOADIMG, INSTALLIMNG, _

DR USING THE SOFTWARE, YOU (THE INDIVIDUAL OR LEGAL
ENTITY) AGREE TO BE BOUND BY THE TEEMS OF THIS END USER
LICENSE AGREEMENT ("EULAT). IF YOU DO NOT AGREE TO THE .,
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Leave default location and click Next.
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Destination Folder

Click Mext to install to the default folder or dick Change to choose another.,
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Install YMware OVF Tool to:

lC:\Frogram Files\WMware\WMware OVF Tool}

| Change...

Back

Cancel

Click Install to proceed with the installation.
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15 VMware OVF Tool Setup = x

Ready to install VMware OVF Tool k@ BET 5 CUU RSES
for E49.99 today

Click Install to begin the installation. Clid: Back to review or change any of your r

installation settings. Click Cancel to exit the wizard. Get Offer

{

Back Install Cancel
| & |

The tool is being installed in the system.
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Installing VMware OVF Tool
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Status: |Ipdating component registration

Please wait while the Setup Wizard installs VMware OVF Toal,

Back

Mext

Cancel

When the installation has completed successfully, click Finish.
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12 VMware OVF Tool Setup - X

Completed the VMware OVF Tool Setup
Wizard

Click the Finish button to exit the Setup Wizard.

ViMware

OVF Tool

Back | Finish Cancel

Re-create the packaged .OVA file

From the Windows machine, open the Command Prompt and go to the
default VMware OVF Tool location.

C:\>cd "\Program Files\VMware\VMware OVF Tool"

To re-create the .OVA file, run the following command:
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Depending on the size of your .OVF file, time to process the file may vary
from seconds up to minutes.

When the procedure completes successfully, the new .OVA file is created in
the specified path.

Start the Deploy OVF Template wizard once again and specify the new create
OVA file as source.
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In step 3 Select a resource, the system tries to validate the new package.
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Cancel

This time everything worked with no errors and the deployment of the

package can be completed successfully.

This site uses cookies from Google to deliver its services, to customize ads and for traffic analyzer. If you continue browsing we consider you accept the use of

https://nolabnoparty.com/en/vmware-fix-invalid-ovf-manifest-entry-error/

cookies.

13/18


javascript:void(0);

VMware fix "Invalid OVF manifest entry" error « Nolabnoparty

7/27/2021
¥4 Daploy OVF Templaie o
W 1 Saleci template Foeview detads
Wertly Fie iemplate details
« 2 Select name and location
N A R Fublishar @ Mo cericate present
m Downkogd size 6518 mB
NS i 1.5 GB (thin provisioned)
Saze on disk i

& Lalect networks BO0 GB (Mick provisionsd)

P Descriphon ANVI-Sorage-Gateway-2.0.50

T Haady o comgioto

Baci Mexl Cancel

With few steps the .OVA package can be recovered and used for new
deployments.
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2 Comments

DavidD 23/07/2018

Thanks man, this worked a treat. I'm trying to export a VM (an
old Windows 2003 DC) from a Vsphere 4.0 cluster to deploy
into a 6.5 cluster. The export OVF worked fine with the old
Vsphere client, but when deploying | got the message about
the problems with the manifest. The ovftool did the trick - |
just deleted the .MF file and ran it. The deployment worked
fine then.

L

Robert E Lee 25/01/2019
Followed above instructions, but then got below error:

L
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66:10:VALUE_ILLEGAL.: Value "3" of Parent element does not
refer to a ref of type DiskControllerReference.
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